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Dear Fellow Student,

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for applying to serve on the University of South Carolina Student Congressional Advisory Board.  This initiative will most definitely be one of the most effective ways to articulate our concerns to South Carolina’s Congressional Delegation.

It is important to mention that none of this would have been possible without the gracious efforts of the offices of Congressmen Joe Wilson and James Clyburn.  This is the first time in our state’s history that there has been an organized student effort to work with Congress on the issues that are important to us. The University of South Carolina fully supports, encourages, and endorses our commitment. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please fill this application out and return it to the Office of Student Government by Wednesday, August 31st, at 4:00pm. The office is located in 227 Russell House, across from Einstein Bagels. A committee of student leaders and university officials will review the applications and select members that exemplify the characteristics of an ideal student advocate. All decisions will be made by the second week of September.

If you have any questions regarding this application, or the Board itself, please feel free to contact me via email at Strickl5@email.sc.edu, or by phone at 843-472-9514.


Best of luck to you,

James M. Strickland
Advisory Board Manager
Secretary of Government and Business Relations 
University of South Carolina Student Government






 (
Student
 
Congressional Advisory Board
 Application
University
 of 
South Carolina
)







The University of South Carolina Student Congressional Advisory Board was established to help connect students with United States Congressmen and allow them to express opinions on contemporary issues.  

The Student Advisory Board is composed of eight USC students, seven of whom will be appointed by Student Government Executive Officers via this application and subsequent interviews. These members will meet with Congressmen and/or their staffs, research public policy, poll students on important issues, and make recommendations on legislation being considered in Congress.

An ideal candidate is a student who is responsible, creative, enthusiastic, dedicated, in good standing with the university, and able to attend weekly meetings. For more information, contact Secretary James Strickland at 843-472-9514, or at Strickl5@email.sc.edu. 


Name  														_

VIP ID #  							Birthdate  		/	_/___________

Local Phone ______________________________ Cell Phone _________________________________

Local Address  												_

Year  				 Major		    				Minor		    		_

Email  								 Semesters at USC  			_______

Are you currently on academic probation?		  Yes		  No

Are you currently on disciplinary probation?		  Yes		  No


 (
I acknowledge that the information contained in this application is factual and is a realist
ic assessment of my abilities. 
Since I recognize that being a 
member of this board
 carries with it both privileges and responsibilities, I hereby give my permission to the Office of Student 
Government  to
 obtain 
my records to verify that I am in good standing with USC. 
This information will be used for the sole purpose of determining my personal attributes and suitability for this posit
ion.
 Student Government, within the 
University
 of 
South Carolina
, promotes affirmative action and equal opportunity in education and employment for all qualified persons regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age disability, sexual orientation, or veteran status.
                                      
Signature
Date
Signature
Date
)














Please take your time in completing this application. How well you answer the following
questions will determine whether you are granted an interview. Please answer the
following with a word processor set in Times New Roman, 12 point font, double spaced.


6 Typed Essay Questions (Please don’t write more than half a page for each.)  

1) Why do you want to be a member of the Student Congressional Advisory Board? 

2) What strengths, qualifications and abilities will make you an asset to the Board? How
will you contribute to the Board’s discussions and decisions?

3) What political issues interest you the most? What kind of issues would you like to see the
Board cover?  What do you think is the most significant issue facing Americans? 

4) What are your present and former extracurricular activities?  Please indicate leadership roles, 
offices held, honors or awards received. (Applicants may include a resume in lieu of this question.) 

5) As a member of the Board, you will be asked to attend weekly meetings and special events. Are you certain you will be able to make this commitment? Please elaborate. 

6) Please attach a former research paper. Be sure to include citations. Papers completed for a class or independent project are applicable. (There is no limit as to submission length.) 

Recommendation letters are optional but may improve an applicant’s chances of appointment.   




Meetings

Meetings will be held every week. The schedules of those selected will determine the meeting time. The Congressional Advisory Board will travel to Washington D.C. during the Spring Break of 2012 (with all members required to attend). 


Please return this application to the Office of Student Government  by August 31st, at 4:00PM:

Office of Student Government 
227 Russell House
Columbia, SC  29208
www.sg.sc.edu
803-777-2654
803-777-7132 (fax)


If you have any questions, please contact Secretary James M. Strickland at 843-472-9514 or via email at Strickl5@email.sc.edu. Thank you for your interest in The University of South Carolina Student Congressional Advisory Board.  
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